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The stakes were raised once again in the confrontation between the Haitian military and the
international community on July 31 when the UN Security Council approved a resolution that
authorizes the US to lead an invasion of the island to restore Jean Bertrand Aristide to power.
As rationale for the action, the resolution cited the refusal by the Haitian military to observe the
July 1993 Governors Island Agreement, as well as the deterioration in the human rights situation.
Despite the vote, there is no indication that either Gen. Raoul Cedras who led the September 1991
coup d'etat that overthrew President Aristide or his hand-picked government in Haiti are preparing
to leave soon.
On the contrary, the de facto government has called for new elections, declared a state of siege,
and cracked down on the opposition. Aristide himself paved the way for Security Council approval
of the resolution with a letter calling on the UN to take "prompt and decisive action" to see that
the Governors Island Agreement is fulfilled. Aristide was elected in December 1990, took office in
February 1991, and was then overthrown by the military seven months later. His term expires in
February 1996. The Security Council passed the carefully worded Resolution 940 with 12 votes in
favor, and Brazil and China abstaining. Although not members of the Security Council, Venezuela,
Mexico, Cuba, and Uruguay argued against the resolution and in favor of further diplomatic efforts.
The resolution authorizes the use of a multinational force to "use all necessary means" to restore the
constitutional government in Haiti, but does not set a date by which this must happen.
Any multinational force would be made up predominantly of US troops, and would be directed by
US commanders. Argentina is the only Latin American Country that has agreed to participate in
an invading force. The resolution also calls for a 6,000-member UN peacekeeping mission to take
over after an invading force establishes "a secure and stable environment." The resolution said
the economic embargo now in force against Haiti would be lifted as soon as Aristide is returned to
office.
Following the vote, the US representative to the UN, Madeleine Albright, said the message from
the international community to the military is crystal clear: "You have a choice. You can depart
voluntarily and soon, or you can depart involuntarily and soon." UN representatives from Latin
American countries met after the vote to try to head off an invasion and announced that a delegation
made up of representatives from Chile, Uruguay, Venezuela, and possibly other countries may go to
Haiti to look for a diplomatic solution.
The reaction by the regime in Haiti to the UN vote came quickly. Within hours, de facto president
Emile Jonassaint declared a state of emergency. He said in no way is Haiti a threat to world
peace and security and he called upon Haitians to put aside their political passions to fulfill their
responsibility to defend the country. "Seventy-nine years after the landing of US Marines on our
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national soil, a threat of invasion and occupation of our country is again in process," said Jonassaint.
However, his action is expected to have little effect on the population who have been, in effect,
living under a state of siege since the coup that ousted Aristide. Nevertheless, violence in Haiti has
increased since the state of siege was declared. Opposition politician Reynold Georges was shot
after publicly urging Cedras to step down; the bodies of several young men were left in the streets
as a apparent warning to dissenters; harassment of the media has increased; and security forces are
imposing an undeclared curfew by beating and arresting people who are on the streets after dark.
Just days before the UN action, Jonassaint attempted to stave off an invasion by announcing that the
Permanent Electoral Council would call new elections in the fall.
The military decree that installed Jonassaint as president requires him to call elections for a new
president, who would take over in January 1995. In addition, the terms of one- third of the 27seat upper house and all of the 81-seat lower house expire this fall. But the call for elections was
soundly rejected by the US and the international community, as well as most political organizations
on the island. "Elections, if held, would be a sham and would never be recognized by either
the international community or the people themselves," said Stanley Schrager, US Embassy
spokesperson in Port-au-Prince. "In the present climate of instability, what should be done is not to
call elections to resolve the crisis, but rather resolve the crisis to pave the way for elections," added
former Haitian prime minister Marc Bazin. "The only way to resolve the crisis is through peaceful
compromise negotiated on the basis of mutual sacrifices."
As part of the increased pressure on the Haitian military, the Pentagon announced Aug. 2 that it will
send six helicopters, 18 military instructors, and 20 technicians to the Dominican Republic's border
with Haiti to cut off vital supplies being smuggled across, especially gasoline. In looking ahead,
Schrager also said the US is preparing a major aid program to help rebuild the devastated country
after Aristide returns. The plans include a pardon for all or part of Haiti's staggering foreign debt,
plus efforts to rebuild the private sector and repair infrastructure and government buildings.
Schrager said the new plan will go "well beyond" the five-year, $1 billion international program
originally contemplated in the Governors Island Agreement. However, some observers are wary
of US promises of aid. "There will be no money to help out on anything in this country," said one
businessperson. "The days of the Yankee dollar are long gone." Other critics pointed to unfulfilled
US promises of economic assistance to other countries in the region that were either invaded by the
US, or which faced prolonged US military aggression, including Grenada, Panama, and Nicaragua.
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